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PRESS RELEASE 29 JUN 2010-06-29

Micro Wind-turbines and Airfield Safeguarding

The Government is developing Permitted Development  Rights (PDR) for Micro Wind-turbines within England.  An internet-based service is being developed so that members of the public may input their post-code and receive confirmation of whether or not they may erect a domestic turbine at their location without requiring to go through the usual planning process.  This could represent a direct threat to the safe operation of some airfields.

In order to ensure that the interests of the General Aviation community are properly protected it is essential that the locations of radars and CNS are clearly identified and equally essential that airfield Safeguarding Maps are included.  Many airfields are not licensed and do not have official Safeguarding Maps, however, many have engaged with their Local Planning Authority in order to achieve at least some form of unofficial Safeguarding.

The CAA is keen to ensure that all unofficial Safeguarding information is included in the Government’s proposed internet service and in cooperation with the GAAC is urging all airfield owners/operators to ensure that Safeguarding maps (official or unofficial) are lodged with their Local Planning Authority.  Details of how to do this may be found on the GAAC web-site at www.gaac.org.uk under Fact Sheets.

Failure to take these steps to protect your airfield could result in significant difficulty if planning permission for a turbine is granted in the absence of information about the location and activities carried out at the airfield.
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