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Recently there have been cu=stions and concerns regarding the applicability of
Ajrworthiness Directives (AD’s) to engines and propellers installed on amateur-built

aircraft. ‘A lezal determination regarding this issue was requested from Regional Counsel

and Is attached.

Two major points wers covered in this legal determination. ' The first was that AD’s that
apply to type-certificated engines and propellers will continue to applyv to those producis
even if the engine or propeller is installed in an aircraft operating under an experimental
airworthiness cermificate. The second was that removal of a data plate from a type-
cenificated engine or propeller will not change the nanure of the engine or propeller, or
mean that an AD that applies to that particular engine or propeller, based on its type
design, no longer applies.

The justification for these determinations is found in the attached memorandum, dated
March 26, 2003, and the attached Advisory Circular AC 35-7C AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES, dated November 16, 1995.

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Williams, ANE-230F at (781) 238-7211.

Edward L R’exnec cer

Attachments
AD Memorandum. dated March 26, 2003
Adwvisory Circular AC-39-7C, dated Nov 16, 1995
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. Manager, Techinical Standards Branch, ANE-230
Soms owners of amateur-built aircraft have questioned whather thev must caomply with
airworthiness diractves (AD's) that apply to ]
installed in EH e aircraft. These owners assert various reasons why they need not
comply with those ADs, including 1) the aircraft operates under an expsrimental.
2 maintenance rules do not appiy, or 2) engine
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or prope‘l r AD’s dénot apply when the engine or propeller is not lizted on the aireraft's
type ceruificate, or 3) engine or propeller .A.D’s apply onlv to thosz enginas and propellzrs
that conform to their type dasign. or 4) engine or propeller AD’s apply only to those
engines and propellers with data plates. Non= of those reasons is correct; AD's issusd
under Part 39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) apply 1o type-
certified engines or propellers regardless of their installation or conformity with the
original design. Advisory Circular (AC) 39-7C, 11/16/95, (artached) prowd-- excellent
guidance on this question.

Secuon 44701 of Title 49 of the United States Code authorizes the FAA to issue
regulations that establish minimum standards for aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers, and
appliances. Those standards are established to promote safe flight for all civil aircraft,
including those operating under an experimental airworthiness certificate. AD’s are rules
issued under that authority that apply to aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers or appliances
(products) based on the approved design of the product: Individual AD’s are published in
the Federal Register as amendments to Part 39. To issue an AD, the FAA must determine
that an unsafe condition exists and that it is likely to exist or develop on other products of
the same type design. An AD requires the owner or operator of the product to perform
certain actions in order to correct the identified unsafe condition. Part 39 also prohibits
the operation of any product that does not meet the requirements of an applicable AD.

AD’s that apply to type-certified engines and propellers will continue to apply to those:
products even if the engine or propeller is installed in an aircratt operating under an
experimental airworthiness certificate. Although owners of aircraft operating under an
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In zddition. AD's will continue to apply (0 producss aft2r those orocucis have been
modified. Even producis mamntained undar Par -‘-E may undargs modificauons of which
the FAA ts-unaware. Each AD specifies the products to w m\..l that AD applie b_\-‘ listing

the product model, or series of models, based on chb approved tvpe design of the product.
That individual engines or propellers may have besn modified doss not affect whether the
‘AD applies to that engine. AD's continue to apply to each product identified in the AD’s
“Applicability Statement” regardless of whether the product has besn modified. altered,
or repaired. In 2002 Part 39 was revised to contain that statement, which previously
appeared in individual AD’s as 2 **note” and is also found in {8.e. of AC 39-7C.
Therefore. when an owner of an amateur-built aircraft modifies a type-cernified engine or
propeller installed in that aircraft, any AD’s that apply to that engine or propeller before
the modificatuon continue to applv. The owner may ask the FAA If those modifications
correct the unsafe condition or warrant an adjustment to the requirements of the AD. The
owner may not, however, ignore the AD and operate the aircraft without either
complying with the AD or receiving approval for an alternatve method of compliance
(AMOO).

Lastly. removal of a data plate on an engine ar propeller mav anly be accomplished in
accordance with the provisions of Part 45 (14 CFR part 450, In general. §435.13 prohibits
the removal of 2 data plate without the approval of the Administrator. Part 45 also
sontains no excaption for aircrart vperating under an experimental airworthiness
cenificate. The removal of a data plate from a tvpe-certiried angine or propeiler will not
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